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Library Wins Award for Superhero Library Card

December 15, 2014, Monroe, NC - The Union County Public Library's Superhero Library Card won
the 2014-2015 "Outstanding Promotional Project™ award in the Large Library category from the N.C.
Public Library Director's Association (NCPLDA) at its annual meeting in Pinehurst on Dec. 4.

The Library unveiled the Superhero Library Card to the public on March 1. As its name indicates, the
Superhero card has “superpowers.” The card allows patrons to check out 40 items instead of only 35,
place five items on hold, and allows for one extra day of grace before overdue charges are applied on
late items. The card costs $3, with revenue going towards the purchase of an early literacy station in
the Children’s Department.

The card’s design, by local commercial artist Al Bigley, focuses on library resources both print and
digital. Upon release of the Superhero Card, Marvel named Union County Public Library as a
“shield” in its promotion of the film Captain America: The Winter Soldier.

NCPLDA is an association of the North Carolina Public Library Directors whose goals are to share
professional knowledge and experience for the good of all members, to serve as advocates for public
libraries with the state legislature, to give voice to the aspirations of the public library community,
and to serve as the primary liaison between the state library agency and the public libraries. Each
December NCPLDA gives awards to public libraries for outstanding library facilities, programming,
projects, and personal achievement.
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