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Region Residents Invited to Help Plan Area's Future
County Forums Will Examine Four Growth Options

February 24, 2014 -- Four distinct growth options for the 14 counties making up the greater
Charlotte region will be considered at county forums scheduled in March.

The options for change over the next 40 years have been created from input gathered from
residents, local governments, businesses and others over the past 18 months through the
CONNECT Our Future initiative.

"We're in the homestretch of listening to residents across the region to create a shared growth
plan for our future," said Michael Johnson, Statesville mayor pro tem and board chair of
Centralina Council of Governments, which is coordinating the initiative, along with the Catawba
Regional Council of Governments in South Carolina.

From input gathered at the forums, CONNECT Our Future will develop a preferred growth
option that produces the long-term outcomes the region most values. Results will be shared
throughout the region this summer.

"Our hope is that CONNECT Our Future information will be helpful to area governments as they
address the rapid growth anticipated for the area - another 1.8 million people and 860,000 jobs
by 2050," Johnson said.

The forum in Monroe will be held on Wednesday, March 19 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Old
Armory Community Center at 500 S. Johnson St.

At the forums, after reviewing the four growth options, residents will share thoughts through an
online, interactive website or complete a written questionnaire. If they choose to attend short
presentations at 10:15, 12:15 and 2:15 residents will vote with a keypad during the presentation.

Additionally, residents can consider the options and give their opinions online at
http://ConnectOurFuture.metroguest.com after March 6.

Over 4,000 area residents have already participated in 160 other CONNECT Our Future events
to date, including open houses, small groups, community growth workshops and RealityCheck
2050, a day-long visioning session. The CONNECT Our Future effort is funded in part by a
grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

To register to attend a forum and for more information on CONNECT Our Future, go to
http://www.ConnectOurFuture.org.
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