
Environmental Health

Environmental Health conducted more than 2,100 food, lodging and
institution inspections and more than 1,700 on-site water protection
inspections (soil, water and septic tanks) in 2007.

Fire Marshal

The Fire Marshal’s office investigated 128 fires, conducted 880
inspections, and reviewed and approved 177 plans for general
construction and fire suppression plans in 2007.

Health Department
Phillip Tarte took over as the new director of the
Union County Health Department on October
8.

The Union County Health Department was one
of the recipients of a grant from the Susan G.
Komen Foundation to help in the local fight against breast cancer.

The Union County Health Department received the Dr. Ann Wolfe
Endowment of the North Carolina Community Foundation mini-grant
award of $5,000 to address infant mortality and/or child health for
their Parenting the Young Child class series.

Inspections

The Inspections Department conducted 49,293 electrical, residential
and commercial building inspections in 2007.

Inspections issued 3,725 building permits in 2007.

Board of Elections
Shirley Secrest retired on Dec. 31 after serving 22 years as Board
of Elections director. John Whitley was appointed the new director.

Union County registered 6,731 new voters in 2007 to bring the number
of registered voters to 104,877.

20,505 voters (19.5 percent) cast ballots in the November municipal
and special referendum election.

Cooperative Extension
Jerry Simpson, Union County director with North Carolina Cooperative
Extension, received the 2007 Lois G. Britt Outstanding Extension
Agent Award.

The Union County Agricultural Services and Conference Center
hosted more than 500 events in 2007 in its banquet hall, demo-
kitchen, and classrooms. Events included church banquets, N.C. and
S.C. Beekeeper’s Convention, Union County department meetings,
wedding receptions, National Rifle Association meeting, dances,
birthday parties, and UCPS meetings.

Emergency Communications
Sharon Zingg was named Union County
Telecommunicator of the Year.

Emergency Management
Union County’s first bilingual Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) completed its training on March 31. The team is
comprised of 11 members of Union County’s Latino community.

Dozens of citizens were trained to recognize bad weather after
taking basic and advanced weather spotter classes in April taught
by National Weather Service warning coordinator meteorologist
Vince Dicarlo.

Parks & Recreation

Accessibility was improved to cabins at Cane Creek Park by paving
driveways and parking spaces, leveling/concreting picnic sites and
installing accessible picnic tables and grills.

The 25-year-old playground in the Family Camping Area at Cane
Creek Park was replaced with a new age appropriate/accessible
playground.

The Jesse Helms Park Soccer Complex on Summerlin Dairy Road
was completed. The complex includes six soccer fields, a restroom
and concession facility, playground, paved walking trail, work-out
station, picnic sites and parking.  The complex is anticipated to be
open in the fall of 2008.

A new ADA compliant playground was added at Fred Kirby Park.

Parks and Recreation received an Adopt-A-Trail Grant from NCDENR
in the amount of $3,153.  The grant was used to complete renovations
to a portion of the Red Trail at Cane Creek Park.

Three 25-year-old bathhouses were renovated at Cane Creek Park
Campground as part of a Park and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF)
Matching Grant in the amount of $250,000.

Public Works

Union County Public Works customers had their conventional water
meters replaced with automated meters that send and receive
information electronically and allow UCPW to read meters more
efficiently.

As a result of excessive demand on Union County’s water treatment
and delivery system, a Stage II Mandatory Water Shortage Condition
was declared on June 1.

The North Carolina Division of Water Quality lifted the sewer extension
moratorium for the Twelve Mile Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant
in September.

The Union County Board of Commissioners adopted a sewer allocation
policy on September 17.

Union County Interim Manager Dick Black declared a Stage III
Mandatory Water Shortage Condition for Union County water system
users effective October 16.

Board Elects New Officers
Allan Baucom was elected chairman of the
Union County Board of Commissioners on
December 3. Kevin Pressley was elected
vice-chairman.

Board Approves Resolution
with Anson County

The Union County Board of Commissioners
endorsed the Union Regional Water System
Assessment Resolution as a first step in acquiring additional water
from Anson County.

Allan Baucom takes
the oath of office for
chairman of the
Board of
Commissioners

Library
The Union County Public Library began offering “wi-fi” or
wireless Internet access for free to its patrons at the Monroe,
Union West (Indian Trail), Waxhaw and Edwards Memorial
(Marshville) libraries on May 29.

619,570 people entered the county’s libraries in 2007.

The county’s libraries circulated a total of 898,259 materials,
of which 735,564 were books.

Libraries offered a total of 3,941 programs for adults and
children. More than 85,467 people attended the programs.

85,103 patrons used a public Internet computer in 2007.

The playground and concession/restroom building at Jesse
Helms Park.

Register of Deeds
The Register of Deeds launched a Web site that provides
images of plats or maps, drawn to scale, showing the divisions
of a piece of land recorded from 1842 through the present.

The Register of Deeds office recorded 56,003 documents in
2007.

Sheriff’s Office
The Sheriff’s Office
introduced Project
Lifesaver, a program that
utilizes state-of-the-art
technology to help locate
and return wandering adults and children to their families and
caregivers.

Project Lifesaver wrist transmitter



Union County
Annual Report

2007

www.co.union.nc.us

Message from the
Interim County Manager
On behalf of the Board of
Commissioners and
employees of Union
County, I am pleased to
present this annual report
which details some of our
many accomplishments in
2007.

2007 saw some major changes in County
government as we welcomed a new Public
Health director, Board of Elections director,
and assistant county manager. These new
leaders brought fresh energy and innovative
ideas to our organization.

A number of significant capital improvement
projects moved ahead during the year, all
of which will enhance the quality and range
of services and programs available to Union
County residents. A few of these projects
include the expansion of the Twelve Mile
Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant,
construction of Jesse Helms Park Soccer
Complex, and renovations to the County
Government Center. The County also
provided funding for Rea View Elementary,
New Town Elementary, Rocky River
Elementary, Marvin Ridge Middle and Marvin
Ridge High as well as five new high school
gymnasiums that opened in 2007.

As Union County grows, we will continue to
strive to be responsible stewards, provide
quality services, and carefully establish a
course for sustained success. The Board
of Commissioners and County employees
are committed to following the call of our
Mission Statement to respect, value and
respond to the dynamic needs of our
residents, businesses and visitors.

Richard Black

Accomplishments and
Highlights in 2007

UCTV 16 Hits the Air
Union County launched
its new government
channel (UCTV 16) on
Time Warner Cable
Channel 16 on July 10.
UCTV 16 provides
citizens with information
about Union County
government and its services, policies and
programs.

Delk Named Assistant
County Manager
Matthew Delk was appointed
assistant county manager in
September. Delk came to
Union County from Halifax
County, NC, where he
served as county manager
since 2001.

More AEDs Placed
at Public Facilities
Life-saving Automated External Defibrillators
or AEDs were installed on the first and fourth
floors of the Union County Government Center,
the Union County Garage, and Union West
Regional Library.

County Web site redesigned
Union County unveiled its new Web site on
August 9. The site was streamlined to improve
navigation, functionality, and user-friendliness.

Financial  Highlights

Union County Maintains
Strong Financial Condition
Three of the nation’s most respected bond
rating agencies, Moody’s Investors Service,
Standard & Poor’s and Fitch Ratings, awarded
excellent credit ratings to Union County’s $90
million general obligation school bonds and
affirmed the ratings assigned in March 2006
to the County’s $231.3 million of outstanding
general obligation (GO) bonds.

Union County Receives
Superior Report
The audit firm of Potter & Company provided
the County with an unqualified or clean opinion
on its 2007 financial statements, and for the
fourth consecutive year the external auditors
found no instances of material non-compliance
or questioned costs in connection with
applicable laws and regulations.

Where Your County Property
Taxes are Spent
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Tax Administrator

For the second consecutive year, tax bills
were mailed well in advance of the
requirement.

The Tax Collector's office moved to its newly
renovated offices on the first floor of the
Union County Government Center.

For the eighth consecutive year, the Tax
Collector's office achieved an ad valorem
tax collection rate of 98 percent or greater
and issued more than 3,000 collection
enforcement actions.

The Real Estate Appraisal Division added
over $1 billion in new construction to the
tax roll.

Transportation and Nutrition

Transportation drivers
traveled 614,093
miles to provide
72,512 rides to
citizens requiring
transport to medical
appointments,
employment, human
services agencies, community college,
nutrition sites and more.

Nutrition Services provided 34,748 meals
at area dining sites.

70,947 meals were delivered to homes by
328 volunteers.

23,732 Ensure Plus meals were provided
to critically and chronically ill people.

Nutrition Services provided more than 500
boxes of food to the Metrolina Food Bank
to help extend their limited resources.

Contact Union County...

Main Number             704-283-3500
Animal Services         704-283-2308
Board of Elections         704-283-3809
Cooperative Extension         704-283-3801
Emergency Communications       704-289-1591
Board of Commissioners        704-283-3810
Clerk to the Board        704-283-3810
Emergency Management      704-283-3536/3575
Environmental Health         704-283-3553
Finance         704-283-3813
Fire Marshal         704-283-3524
General Services         704-283-3872
Health Department         704-296-4800
Homeland Security         704-292-2670
Information Systems         704-283-3841
Inspections                    704-283-3816
Internal Audit         704-283-3630
Legal         704-283-3673
Library         704-283-8184
Parks and Recreation         704-843-3919
Personnel          704-283-3818
Planning          704-283-3565
Public Information                    704-283-3546
Public Works          704-296-4210
Register of Deeds         704-283-3843
Risk Management         704-283-3663
Sheriff’s Office         704-283-3789
Social Services         704-296-4300
Stormwater         704-283-3520
Tax Administration            704-283-3746/3848
Transportation and Nutrition  704-283-3713/3712
Veterans Service             704-283-3711/3744

Check our Web site for detailed information,
employment opportunities and upcoming events.

www.co.union.nc.us


