
 

 

AMENDMENT TO WATER CONSERVATION ORDINANCE 
 
 

 
 WHEREAS, an amended and restated Water Conservation Ordinance was 
approved by the Union County Board of Commissioners on April 6, 2009; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board desires to modify the Ordinance to enable variances for 
newly installed replacement sod or natural ground cover within the parameters of an 
established lawn during any period that a Stage II Water Shortage Condition is in effect. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE UNION COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS that the Water Conservation Ordinance is amended as set out 
below.  
 
1. Delete Article X of the Water Conservation Ordinance as written, and replace 
with the following: 

 
Article X 

 
 UCPW is authorized to issue variances in accordance with this Article permitting 
any customer satisfying the requirements of this Article to use water for a purpose that 
would otherwise be prohibited by water conservation controls then in effect.   
 

During any period that declaration of a Stage II Water Shortage Condition is in 
effect, UCPW may issue  variances provided that each of the following conditions is 
satisfied:  (i) the customer applies for a variance using forms provided by UCPW; (ii) the 
customer pays a variance registration fee in such amount as determined by the Director, 
not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00); (iii) the application pertains to a new lawn 
and/or landscape installed incident to new construction, or to newly installed replacement 
sod, complete reseeding, or natural ground cover within the parameters of an established 
lawn; (iv) if pertaining to new lawn and/or landscape installed incident to new 
construction, the customer applies for a variance either before issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy or within ninety (90) days after issuance of a certificate of occupancy relative 
to this new construction; and (v) the customer submits with the application such 
supporting documentation as required by UCPW to substantiate that these conditions 
have been satisfied.   

 
During any period that declaration of a Stage III Water Shortage Condition is in 

effect, UCPW may issue  variances provided that each of the following conditions is 
satisfied:  (i) the customer applies for a variance using forms provided by UCPW; (ii) the 
customer pays a variance registration fee in such amount as determined by the Director, 
not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00); (iii) the application pertains to a new lawn 
and/or landscape installed incident to new construction; (iv) the customer applies for a 
variance either before issuance of a certificate of occupancy or within ninety (90) days 
after issuance of a certificate of occupancy relative to this new construction; and (v) the 



 

 

customer submits with the application such supporting documentation as required by 
UCPW to substantiate that these conditions have been satisfied.   
 
 Upon receipt of a variance from UCPW, the customer may be permitted to water 
such newly installed lawn and/or landscape, or such newly installed replacement sod, 
complete reseeding, or natural ground cover, for a period not to exceed forty-five (45) 
days from the date of issuance of the variance.  During the period that the variance is in 
effect, the customer shall post signage provided by UCPW to signify the customer’s 
temporary exempt status from water conservation controls otherwise in effect.  The 
customer shall post such sign within two (2) feet of the driveway entrance.  In any 
variance issued pursuant to this Article, UCPW may impose such conditions and 
restrictions as are appropriate to require that water used from the Union County water 
system be minimized to the extent practical.  Variances issued pursuant to this Article 
shall terminate upon the earlier occurrence of the following:  (i) forty-five (45) days from 
the date of issuance; or (ii) declaration by the County Manager pursuant to Article V, 
Section I, of a Stage IV Mandatory Water Shortage Condition.  In addition, the County 
Manager may direct that UCPW cease issuance of new variances in the event it is 
determined that further issuance will likely result in increased demand that will equal or 
exceed the treatment and/or transmission capacity  of the system or portions thereof. 
 
 Any customer receiving a variance pursuant to this Article who violates the terms 
thereof shall be subject to a civil penalty pursuant to Article VII, Section I(c), and to 
revocation of the variance.  Any person who has violated the terms of any variance issued 
pursuant to this Article or any mandatory water conservation control imposed pursuant to 
this Ordinance may be denied a variance, notwithstanding any provision of this Article to 
the contrary. 
 
2. Except as herein amended, the terms and provisions of the Water Conservation 
Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 
Adopted this the 5th day of October, 2009.   


